[image: image1.jpg]oAt 0 DAY JOURNEY TO A MORE

o™ GENEROUS LIFE :

Inspiring open handed giving in a tight fisted world




Day Eight – Don’t Trust in Your Riches, Trust in God
1 Timothy 6:17: “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant, nor to put their hope in wealth which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God.”

I have mentioned that if you make more than $1,500 a year you are in the top 25% of the world’s wealthiest people. How many of you here have a computer? I have multiple computers, I am about ready to offer someone $50,000 a year plus room, board, and a car if they’ll come and be my IT person in my house. I spend half my time fixing our family’s computers, some of you can relate to that. If you have one computer in your home, you are in the top 8% of the world’s wealthiest people. What if you have a vehicle? One vehicle and you are in the top 6% of the world’s wealthiest people. If you wanted to learn to live what most of the world lives like, here’s what you would need to do; you would need to go home and move into your garage. First you have to get all your stuff out of there, alright? It couldn’t be your garage, probably, because it would have to be one bay, one garage spot. As a matter of fact, there couldn’t be any extra space. It really needs to be about 8’x10’ and you would have to turn the electricity off. You wouldn’t have a cement floor and you wouldn’t have a refrigerator. You’d have a few cooking utensils and you would have to go get firewood. Your whole life would be lived in that 8’x10’ space. That would be normative for this world today. Actually, if you moved into your storage shed that would be even more similar than your garage. If you have a little 8’x10’ storage shed somewhere on your property, that’s the way much of the world lives. The Bible says, “Command those who are rich in this present world.” That’s you and me. There’s no way that we can escape the reality that we are rich by any standard. By any way you measure it, we are truly rich. The Bible says, 

“We’re not to be arrogant nor put our hope in that wealth which is so uncertain, but we’re to put our hope in God.”

The reality is that wealth isn’t certain, it can come and go quickly. I knew of one couple about a year and a half ago that had almost all their retirement funds in MCI WorldCom stock. Within about three weeks, their stock went from $600,000 in value to $183. The reality is that money talks. Do you know what it says? Goodbye. Adios. Hasta la vista, baby. See you later. Think about how much money you’ve made in the last ten years and multiply that times ten. A lot of money flows through our lives, but it comes in and it goes out. As a believer you can help tell where you want money to go. It is passing through your life and it is going somewhere, but as believers we can direct it to the Kingdom of God. Psalm 49:6:
“Sinners trust in their wealth and boast of great riches, yet they can not redeem themselves from death by paying a ransom to God.”

Later it says:

“They may name their estates after themselves, but they leave their wealth to others.”

A very wealthy man died on day and someone asked his accountant how much he left behind. The accountant quickly said, “All of it.” There’s a bumper sticker that says, “He who dies with the most toys, wins.” There’s another bumper sticker that says, “He who dies with the most toys, still dies.” The reality is we will leave this world and we cannot take anything with us. There is no U-Haul behind a hearse; it’s just not going to happen. In our life God says to put our trust in Him on a daily basis. As we live our life, as we make our decisions, we’re to be communicating with the Lord constantly about our life and about what He would have us do. We’re not to trust in riches, but we are to trust in God.
Day Nine – Understand Riches Can Deceive You

Revelations 3:17:

“You say I am rich with everything I want, I don’t need a thing.”

You don’t realize that spiritually you are wretched, miserably, poor, blind, and naked. Wealth can have a way of deceiving us concerning our spiritual condition. We can think that if we have wealth we have everything we need, and we could actually be missing the true things that we do need. I heard about the fellow that was driving his $80,000 sports car along the coast of California, I think it’s Highway 1 there along the California coast, he came around a turn too sharp and his car went out of control. The car went tumbling over the edge and rolling down a cliff and threw the man out in the process. When the car got to the bottom it burst into flames. A trucker came by and saw the whole thing happen. He ran over there and saw the guy, who was alive and coming back up. The trucker said, “What happened?” The guy says, “I don’t know, but I lost my car! I lost my $80,000 car!” The guy says, “You’re worried about your car? Your arm is ripped off!” The guy says, “Oh, my Rolex watch!” See, he was deceived thinking that stuff is what is important. Stuff is not important, the Savior is important. You say, “I’m rich with everything I want and I don’t need a thing.” No, our greatest need is our savior. Mark 4:18-19:

“Others, like seeds sown among thorns, hear the Word but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth and the desire for other things come in and choke out the Word, making it unfruitful.”

I heard about a family that was hosting a Chinese family for three months. It was in Minnesota and these people were very wealthy. They had a beautiful home, beautiful things, and a beautiful lake home. While they were hosting the Chinese family they renovated their house, bought a bunch of things for their lake home, and all these things were going on. At the end of the three months, the couple from Minnesota asked the Chinese couple, “How did you like America?” The Chinese couple said, “We could never be Christians in America.” “What do you mean?” They said, “From what we can tell the last three months, all you do is spend all your time taking care of your stuff.” Think about that. They said, “For three months all we ever saw your energy being given to was all your stuff. As Chinese Christians, we realize there are so many more things that are important, but those things we didn’t see in three months of living with you.” That just cut that particular couple to the quick as they began to realize, “You know what? That Chinese couple is right, we’re not living for the savior, we’re not living for souls, we’re enjoying ourselves and we have nice things.” There’s nothing wrong with nice things, but that touched them so deeply that they began to make some changes. The fellow retired from his executive position, they loved working with young people and they decided they were going to get involved in a campus ministry. They sold their lake home, they sold their home in the suburbs of Minnesota, and they moved into a city where there was a university campus and today they are ministering full time to college students in the home that they have on campus. They realized that they were spending all their time living for all their stuff, and they said, “We want to live for the savior. We want to live for the spiritual welfare of others.” So they made that choice. When you think about all the stuff that we tend to have as Americans, we spend our time buying, storing, using, cleaning, insuring, repairing, protecting, and replacing it, it goes on and on. We are literally consumed by our stuff. There was fly paper -- I haven’t seen that in years, but as a kid my aunt used to have it in her house in Wisconsin – there was this fly paper hanging there and this little fly was flying toward it. He says, “Hey, my fly paper!” So he goes and grabs on to that fly paper and the fly paper says, “No, my fly.” Possessions can possess us. We go for possessions, but what happens is there are hidden costs with every possession; the time, energy, and money it will take to have that possession. Those things that we go for can ultimately control us, so the Bible is very clear that we need to be very careful about what we allow to possess us. Proverbs 23:4-5:
“Don’t weary yourself trying to get rich, why waste your time? Riches can disappear as though they have wings, the wings of a bird.”

The idea is that money talks, it does say goodbye. As you understand that you can begin to say, “Okay, we need to be careful and cautious about what we’re doing with our time, energy, and resources that we might live a life that is worthy of the Savior and is a great blessing to others.”
Day Ten – Train Your Children to be Faithful and Generous Givers

Proverbs 22:6:

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

We’re to have an impact upon our children’s lives. I don’t know how you’ve done this, but I know in our own family when Jeremy was about 4, Bethany was about 6, and Josh was about 8 we gave our children three envelopes. We said, “Make drawings on these envelopes. The first drawing is for the Lord; it’s things about church and the Lord.” They drew the cross, the church, and so forth. The second envelope, I said, “That’s like a bank.” So they drew a vault, a bank building or something. The last one was spending money, so my one son wrote Toys R’ Us on his envelope. Whenever they would get any kind of money whether it was birthday, Christmas, allowance money, a work project or whatever, we would take our children to the bedroom and say, “Here is the money, now we divide it up.” Money has three purposes: giving to God, saving/investing, and spending. We’ve been doing that now for seven years. For seven years we worked with our children to introduce the three purposes for money. With Josh turning 15 this year I’m talking to him about a fourth envelope that we don’t have to worry about, and that’s taxes. I said, “The government will just take it.” He’s really beginning to learn about what that looks like. The reality is that you have to have a way to begin to instill in your children this idea of giving. How many of you that give ten percent or more started that practice as a child or a teenager? That started back at a young age where you learned the process and you grew up with it. Rockefeller made the comment, “If I didn’t learn to give when I made my first $1.50, I never would have given when I made millions.” You have to teach your children that whole idea of practicing giving to God. At Thanksgiving we’ve gotten this little catalog called The Samaritan’s Purse. It has all kinds of things in there about how you can help the needy. Think in terms of a J.C. Penney catalog, but think in terms of helping God’s work. Instead of flipping through the wish book – when I was a kid the J.C. Penney catalog was called the wish book – what we do at Thanksgiving is tell everyone that’s having dinner with us, whether it’s our family or someone visiting, we say, “We want everyone here to give $100.” If we have ten people there for Thanksgiving it’s going to be $1,000, if we have five people it’s going to be a total of $500, but we give everybody during the Thanksgiving meal that catalog of ways they can help. You can buy a goat for somebody in Cambodia for $18, ten chickens for somebody in Africa for $8, a small tent and a blanket for a refugee in Eastern Europe for $25, children’s school supplies for $8…you look through that. As a family and everybody with us we have people sign up for what they’re going to do, and then they share with everybody in the room how they spent their $100. We’re trying to instill in our children that God has blessed us with so much and we can take resources in this world and can bless others as we seek to honor the Lord. This last Christmas, because of some significant resources that flowed into our life, we sat down on Christmas Eve and said, “Whose birthday is it?” Simple question, what’s the answer? “Jesus’ birthday!” “Well, why doesn’t he ever get any presents?” You ever think about that? So this particular Christmas we said okay, if it’s Jesus’ birthday we ought to give Him presents. We said to our kids, “The way to give presents to Jesus is to help the needy. When you help God’s servants, you’ve done this unto Him.” So we had a list of about 15 or 16 needy families, needy people who were missionaries and God’s servants who Sandi and I self-approved before we gave it to the kids. We said, “You each have $1,000, and we want you to each give a present to Jesus tonight. We want you to identify on this list how you want to give $1,000. It has to go to at least three places in our community, our country, and our world.” So before they got to open up their presents, my kids had to make a decision about their presents for Jesus. We each talked about where we were giving those resources, and then we read the Christmas story and my children opened their presents. Guess what? Jesus’ presents were worth a lot more than my children’s presents because it was His birthday we were celebrating. We gave nice presents and all of that, but it was the idea of trying to work with our children to instill in them the value of giving. In my family we recently opened up a little foundation. Sometimes when we think about a family foundation we think, “That’s for the really mega-wealthy.” How many of you have heard of a community foundation? A community foundation is like a charitable bank account, and you can put any resources into this account. You could put cash, stock, and assets in there. There’s a Kluth family foundation and it cost us nothing to open the account, so we flow money into that multiple times during the year and out of that foundation we’re able to give, totally anonymously, and have it be known to the person who gets it. I personally use one out of Atlanta, Georgia, called the National Christian Foundation. I also use one in Colorado Springs called Waterstone Foundation, so we have two different ones. You can flow money into that and you’re setting aside resources unto the Lord. With our children, we want them to ultimately realize that when it comes to Thanksgiving and Christmas, that is a time when we’re going to be making some choices for charitable Christian causes as a family. We’re trying to train our children now at 11, 13, and 15 the importance of how we as the Kluth family are going to release resources for the work of the Kingdom of God during our lifetime. This is part of what we do as a family. Several years ago we were taking our children through this devotional reading. We were doing it at breakfast one time, and we’re going through these daily readings and we get to the place about, where are you giving money? There’s a place to record that. Most of your children do not have any idea where you give money or how much you give. Our kids found out how much we made, they found out where our expenses were, and they found out where we were giving. We were going through the list of about 15 or 20 ministries that we were giving to. We were telling them the amount and we get to the Christian camp, Fort Wilderness, and my son, Jeremy, who was seven years old at the time, says, “Dad, we give $1,000 to Fort Wilderness every year?” I said, “Yes, we give at least $1,000 to Fort Wilderness.” He thought for a second and said, “Dad, don’t you know how many video games that would buy me?” Think about that. A seven-year-old was calculating in his mind that if we didn’t give $1,000 to this camp, he would get $1,000 in video games. I said, “You know what, Jeremy? We’ll never buy $1,000 in video games. What’s important in the Kluth family is giving to God. We will give to God and we’ll give to that camp and other ministries and people in need for many years. Learning to give to God is what’s important in our family.” That has to be taught and it has to be caught, your kids won’t get it on their own. I heard the story of one couple who was trying to teach their child, Amanda, who was about 3-4 years old, to give to God. They had her in the church service one day and had given her a quarter. They said, “Amanda, when the offering plate comes by make sure you put the quarter in that plate.” So the offering plate came by and Amanda’s hand went on that quarter and she was not going to let go. She was holding on to that quarter, and she said, “No, it’s my quarter!” They were like, “Amanda, put that quarter in the plate.” “No!” So the parents are literally prying her fingers off of the quarter and they’re getting embarrassed, the people around them are laughing, the usher is standing there chuckling, because it stopped the whole thing as Amanda is going, “No, I want my quarter!” Finally it clinks into the plate, they breathe a sigh of relief, Amanda is sitting there mad, and the plate goes by. They think it’s over. That afternoon Jean was looking out the back window and Amanda was in the back yard swinging on the swing, but she was yelling something. She thought, “What is she yelling?” So she opens the window and listens to Amanda. Amanda was swinging as hard and as high as her 4-year-old legs would take her, and when she was really high she was yelling, “God, I want my quarter back!” They laughed about that, but as Amanda was growing up she didn’t change. Some of you know exactly what I’m talking about because maybe you haven’t changed, “It’s mine! It’s mine!” You’re not open-handed, you’re tight-fisted. That’s what Amanda was, “It’s MY quarter!” Then Amanda went off to Torchbearer Bible School and she met a fellow from Scotland, a wonderful young Christian man, and God began to work in her heart and change her. She grew up in a Christian home and knew what was right, but there was that holding on, that tight-fistedness. Then they got married, and one of the friends that came to the wedding was a gal that was going to go on the mission field and she didn’t have enough money to go on this mission’s trip. You know what Amanda said to her husband on her wedding day? “Let’s take all the money we get from our wedding and give it to my friend who is going on the mission field.” They prayed about it and talked about it, and they said, “That’s a good idea.” The next day they went and handed over every dollar they got on their wedding day to this gal who was going on a mission trip somewhere in the world. Amanda said to her mother, “I have never felt greater joy than to open my hand and let God take from what was in my hand to give to someone else for His purposes.” I never felt greater joy. She’d just gotten married, that’s a very joyous occasion, but she never felt greater joy than the first time she learned to open her hand. Her parents were working with her from when she was very little. We live in a world, I don’t have to tell you, where it’s all about me and what I want and everybody is wanting everything and life is identified by how much stuff you have, if you have the latest styles, the latest and greatest electronics, the fastest, shiniest, and the newest. It’s very intentional; if you’re going to impact your children and your grandchildren, you have to change some things. I made a decision a few years ago that when my children turned 13 I would take them somewhere in the world. When Josh turned 13 we went to Eastern Europe where we were in ten cities and four countries, and Josh got exposed to the world like he never had been exposed before. Josh went back to Romania last year for five weeks and worked among the gypsies with a missionary family that he got to know. That’s the training -- how do I open my son’s eyes to the needs of the world? We’re scheduled to take our daughter to India in March, she was born in India but we’re going to go back to let her see the orphanage she’s from and meet the woman that met her mother and so forth. We want to open our daughter’s eyes to the world. We’re already planning a trip to Africa for our 11-year-old son Jeremy in two years, and hopefully that trip will open his eyes. Why would we do that? Why would we invest those kinds of dollars? Because I want my children to understand what God is doing in the world and I want them to be a world Christian, to have an understanding that their giving and generosity can touch the ends of the earth. We’re to train our children to be faithful and generous givers. That’s how the Kluth family did it. I don’t know how you’re doing it, I don’t know how you will do it, but you know what happens? You need to, because if you don’t who will? Who will? If you don’t seek to bring that into your child’s life, who will do it? Will it be a bank? A credit card company? People offering student loans? Will it be a car salesman, a real estate agent, or a mortgage broker? No, none of those people will be concerned about the things we just talked about. As parents we need to learn to invest in the lives of our children and grandchildren. I’ve known of grandparents that have done things with their grandchildren to give them eyes to see the world, or to do some giving. That can be a very exciting thing. Again, he who is faithful in little will be faithful in much. If you teach a child to be faithful with little, they will be faithful with much at a later point.
Day Eleven – Focus on Being Content with God’s Daily Provisions

1 Timothy 6:6:
“Godliness with contentment is great gain.”

Every one of us can have it. It doesn’t say, “Godliness with a certain bank account amount is great gain.” It doesn’t say a certain job title, address, car, or square footage in a home is great gain. Godliness with contentment is great gain. Sandi and I were in India a number of years ago and we were talking to a young fellow, he was an Awana worker, and Sandi said to him, “Isn’t it true that many Christians are very poor in India?” I’ll never forget his answer, he said, “Yes, we are poor, but we are rich in Christ.” He had the shirt on his back, his home was a little mud hut with a thatched roof and a single ceiling fan and a dirt floor. You know what? He had joy in his life and his eyes sparkled with the joy of the Lord. He was serving the Lord and he knew that he was rich in Christ.

“Godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.”

If we have food, clothing, three cars, health insurance, a pension, iPods, big screen TVs, vacation homes, high-speed internet, and video games we will be content with that. No, what does it say? If we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. A lot of us have all that stuff I just rattled off, but the Bible has a very simple base line – food and clothing. Do you know the interesting thing? It doesn’t even say shelter. If you have food and clothing, be content and be thankful with that. One of the advantages of doing some overseas ministry is that you get to see how the rest of the world lives. One of the things you may want to consider is doing some short-term mission trip somewhere, whether it’s just into Mexico or an American inner-city somewhere, but just seeing how some people live. When we first went to India, my wife and I were there for about six weeks, and after we came back I don’t think we bought anything extra or new in about six months. We thought, “We have so much!” It brought a perspective that we couldn’t get in this life. Matthew 6:9:
“This is how you should pray; our Father in heaven, hallowed be you name, your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.”

It’s called the Lord’s Prayer, but it’s really the disciple’s prayer because it’s the prayer that the Lord wants his followers to pray. It’s interesting that we’re to pray on a daily basis, “Give us today our daily bread.” I don’t know about you, but it’s very easy in our society and our world to go days, weeks, months, and years and never pray that prayer intentionally. I heard Bill Gaither speak on this a number of years ago, he says, “You know, this is a very appropriate thing to do, to pray for God’s daily provisions.” In my own heart and my own life, I’d say I find myself praying this more and more at some point in the day, “Lord, I pray for your daily bread and daily provisions.” Proverbs says, “Give me neither poverty nor riches, give me just enough to satisfy my needs,” – not my greeds – “for if I grow rich I may become content without God, and if I am too poor I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.” Learning to just pray and say, “Lord, your daily provisions, that’s all I ask for. You are my provider and my source.” If we’re going to experience God as our provider it’s very appropriate to pray daily for His provisions. I got a kick out of one of our children when he was a baby. Our child’s first word, do you know what it was? It was amen. We were excited about it, we thought, “Man, we have a spiritual giant on our hands already.” At the age of 10 months his first word was amen. He was going around the house saying, “Amen.” Then we finally figured out what was going on. You see, every time we fed him we would bow his little head, hold his little hands, bow our heads, and we’d say a little prayer and say “Amen.” When we said amen, he got food! Whenever he was hungry, he’d just go around saying, “Amen! Amen!” His first word wasn’t mommy, it wasn’t daddy, it was amen…which wasn’t spiritual at all, the kid was just hungry. There was something joyous about that, because we realized that our son’s first word was this idea that we prayed and gave thanks to God for a meal, for baby food. Recently we were at Olive Garden, the meal came and we bowed our heads and prayed. It wasn’t any big thing, but then a waitress came over when we were done and said, “Were you praying?” I said, “Yeah.” And she started to cry. I said, “What’s wrong?” She said, “I’m a Christian and I’ve been working here for six months, and you’re the first family that I saw pray for a meal.” Six months of working full-time at Olive Garden. Six months of families, probably many of them were Christian, that couldn’t even pause and give thanks for a meal. We are to learn to give thanks for our daily bread; we’re to learn to pray for daily provisions. I remember one time I was at a pizza place and I said, “Let’s go ahead and pray.” So we folded our heads and bowed our heads, and right in the middle of the prayer the waitress came over and said, “Excuse me, is everything okay?” So I looked up and said, “Everything is fine.” “Well, what’s wrong?” I said, “Nothing is wrong.” “You’re all bent over looking at the pizza, what’s wrong?” I said, “We were praying.” “Oh…praying?” “Yeah, we were just thanking the Lord for our pizza.” “I don’t think I’ve ever seen anybody do that here.” She thought we were all studying the pizza…what’s wrong with the pizza? Was there a fly in the pizza? All we were doing was giving thanks. Focus on being content, thankful, and grateful with God’s daily provisions.
Day Twelve – You Cannot Serve God and Money, but You Must Learn to Serve God with Money

Luke 16:11, Jesus says:

“So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth…”

Some people are saying, “Brian, you keep talking about giving financially and I think it’s just all about serving.” It is absolutely important to serve in this world, but don’t ever think that serving replaces the giving of one’s finances. The Bible says:

“If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”

The whole idea is that we absolutely need to learn to be faithful with money. No servant can serve two masters, either he’ll hate the one and love the other or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Billy Graham said it this way, “A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell you who and what you worship.” I’ve done a lot of budget counseling with people in financial trouble. I can look at their check register and their credit card accounts and I can tell you what is important in their lives, it is absolutely obvious what the most important things are. It might be a vehicle, education, their house, or entertainment, but in their check register it will tell you what someone believes is most important. The Bible teaches that we need to have our checkbooks reflect that God is the most important one in our life. It’s interesting that in the King James and a few other translations of the Bible, it capitalizes the word “money.” You can not serve both God and Money. Some people believe that the idea with this capitalization here is that money is a demonic entity with a power source. A lot of people say, “Money is just neutral, you can do with it whatever you want.” No, the Bible teaches that there’s a power source to money and at its core there’s a demonic element, a demonic personality, and the Bible says that you can not serve God and this demonic entity of money. Now, that’s an unusual teaching. I’m not going to fall on a sword over that issue, but it’s very clear that the Bible emphasizes this word “money” as something that is a power entity that can control or shape our lives. The Bible says, “We cannot serve both God and money.” What we must learn to do is serve God with money. We must learn to recognize that what’s entrusted to us means ultimately to be dedicated to God. Proverbs 10:16:
“The good man’s earnings advance the cause of righteousness, the evil man squanders his on sin.”

Gambling, pornography, entertainment, and recreation takes you away from God and family. It’s very easy to allow our financial resources to flow to things that are hurtful in their core, as opposed to the good man’s earnings that advance the cause of righteousness in their family, their church, and the things they care about. One of the most meaningful testimonies I ever heard about generosity was from a fellow named Steve in California. Steve went for a Campus Crusades for Christ conference, and he heard Dr. Bill Bright speak. At this particular conference, Dr. Bright challenged everyone in the audience to trust God that they could give a million dollars to the Lord’s work. There were fairly wealthy people, it was an invitation-only gathering, but he told everyone to trust God to give a million dollars to God’s work. Steve was one of those guys that wasn’t quite sure how he got invited to the conference. Afterwards, he went up to Dr. Bright and said, “That was a great message, I really appreciate your challenge, but if I heard you right you challenged everybody to give at least a million dollars to God’s work.” “That’s right.” “That might be fine for the people around me, but not me!” Dr. Bright says, “How much money did you make last year?” Steve said, “I made $50,000.” “How much did you give last year?” “I gave $15,000.” That’s pretty good, $15,000 on a $50,000 income. Dr. Bright says, “Next year, why don’t you trust God that you’ll give $50,000 to the Lord’s work.” “That’s my whole salary.” “If God doesn’t provide it then don’t worry about it, but if He provides it then give it.” Steve talked to his wife and they prayed about it. He had a little business, two or three employees, which was a little machine shop. They decided that that next year, by faith, if God gave them extra income, they were going to give $50,000. That year came by and the little business did alright, and by the end of the year they were very excited that they gave $50,000. Their salary was still $50,000, they didn’t change their salary but the business did well enough that they just took the extra money coming in and they gave $50,000 to the Lord’s work. The next year they decided they were going to double it, and if the Lord provided that they were going to give $100,000. They were going to keep their salary the same, but if the Lord provided and prospered them they were going to give $100,000 by faith. The year went along and it wasn’t as good of a year, things were a little tough, they kind of gave on and off throughout the year, and as they got to the end of the year he went and met with his accountant and said, “How am I doing on the $100,000 faith promise that we have in our hearts to give?” The accountant says, “Well, you gave $52,000 and you’ve got about $48,000 left in the checkbook.” Steve thought, “Well, there’s no way we can do that. I have a tough cash flow, there’s no way we can do that.” So he goes home and his wife says, “How are we doing with giving $100,000?” He said, “We’re not going to make it this year, but we gave $52,000.” She said, “Isn’t there some money left in the checkbook?” He said, “There is, but to give $100,000 we’d have to empty the checkbook, we’d have to give it all away and I don’t want to do that, it’s too risky.” She looked at him and said, “Do we have enough money to write a check so that we can give $100,000?” He said, “We do, but we don’t want to do that.” She said, “Am I a signer on that checkbook? Are you going to write the check or am I?” “You’re kidding me.” “I’m not kidding, I want us to give $100,000 this year.” So together they prayed about it, they talked about it, they went down to their little business and they wrote a check for $48,000 and they gave $100,000 that year. By God’s amazing grace, the next couple weeks some things happened and the cash flow was okay, they made payroll, and then the next year they gave more. Within six years they gave over a million dollars to God’s work. You know what? They never changed their lifestyle. They kept their salary at $50,000. Steve made this comment, “Before when we had extra money we went shopping in the mall. Now when we have extra money, we go shopping in the world.” Think about that. We used to go to the mall, now we go shopping in the world to find out what God is doing and that we want to be part of it. The other big thing that comes out of this whole story is sometimes God increases your income not to increase your standard of living, but to increase your standard of giving. Steve is a guy that learned to serve God with money. I’m not going to try to get through the next two points here, but I would hope that there’s something here that stirred you, something that would cause you to say, “You know what? We need to move to higher ground. We need to move to a higher place with our children, with our giving, with our desires, or cutting back on the kind of spending we’re doing.” I don’t know how God is speaking to you, but I do know that God wants to speak to you in this realm. Your future, eternity, and your family is different and it’s all better as you move to this higher ground, as you learn to live open-handed in this tight-fisted world, as you learn to serve God with money and be a blessing to His work.
Day Thirteen – There are Dangerous Consequences if You Live for Pleasure

Proverbs 21:17:
“He who loves pleasure will become poor.”

In this world there are a lot of ways that you can spend money; a lot of things that may bring pleasure, but that will very quickly decrease your bank account. One time I was talking to a guy who liked going to the Milwaukee Bucks games. He had season tickets and told me that each year he would spend $36,000 on average going to Bucks games buying the tickets, paying for parking, going out to dinner beforehand, going out for beer afterward – because that’s what they do in Milwaukee, “Where two or three are gathered there is alcohol in the midst of them.” If you live your life for pleasure, poverty is associated with it. The Bible cautions us to be very careful, put some brakes on when it comes to this whole idea of living for pleasure. I heard a funny story about a pastor who was talking to a crusty old woman one time, she was a hard-drinking, hard-smoking, hard-loving woman, and he told her about this little experiment that was done. He said, “You know what? They did an experiment, they put a worm in alcohol and the worm died. Then they put a worm in cigarette ashes and the worm died. Then they put a worm in soil and the worm lived. What do you think you need to learn from that?” She said, “If I smoke and drink I won’t have worms.” That was the wrong thing she learned. Ecclesiastes 2:10:

“I denied myself nothing my eyes desired…”

In today’s world there is so much our eyes can desire.

“…I refused my heart no pleasure. Yet, when I surveyed all the work that I had done and everything I toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless.”

The Bible is very clear that if we think that the way to be satisfied is to take care of our want list, that isn’t true. Most of us today, right now, you have a want list. Now I don’t know how long yours is, but there are things you’ve been thinking about that you think, “I want that.” The interesting thing about a want list is that they’re very seldom ever written down; they’re just something we carry around inside of ourselves. With our want list, we think, “If I go get that thing I’m wanting I will be satisfied.” Do you know what happens? When that item disappears, something else comes up on the list. There’s a new thing that suddenly shows up on the perspective. As a young man, I remember thinking, “I just want more money.” When I first got out of college I made $12,000 and I thought I died and went to heaven, I didn’t know what I was going to do with all that money. I found out very quickly what you do with that money, it disappears. I thought, “Gee, I made $12,000…but if I only made $20,000 then I would be okay, then I would have enough.” Then I made $20,000. That was okay for a while, but then I thought, “No, I really need more. If I made $40,000 that’s really what I want to do.” So I made $40,000, and eventually I made a six-figure income that’s gone back and forth over the years. Here’s what I discovered: it’s not the amount of money. Contentment is an issue of the heart. So often we get caught up in what others have, we buy things to impress people that we don’t even know sometimes. I heard of one guy that went into a TV store, this is a true story, and he had a friend that had just built a new house. His friend put $170,000 in the media room of his new house. He went to the TV store and said, “Okay, I want to buy everything for a media room. I want the nicest, the best, and the greatest stuff.” When they added it all up they came to $140,000, and he said, “That’s not enough, I need to spend more than my friend.” His friend was bragging about how he spent $170,000 and this guy was trying to beat his friend. Someone said the difference between men and boys is the price of their toys, and there’s some truth about that. By the way, men, sometimes we complain about women and how they spend money. A lot of women will spend little bits of money in lots of places, and the man will say, “I never spend any money.” But when the man does spend money, it’s in the thousands very quickly. Men are hunters, women are grazers, I don’t know if you’ve ever heard that. Women go shopping because they might find something. They don’t know what it is they’re going to go looking for, but they might find something as they go grazing through a mall. A man is a hunter, he decides he wants something and comes out of his cave, marches into the mall, gets it, kills it, and drags it out of the mall, he goes home and he’s happy, he goes back into the cave. There’s just a difference in how men and women sometimes shop. I had a friend who was on vacation with four couples, and one of the guys said he was going to go over to the mall. These four ladies say, “We want to go along!” He said, “Why?” They said, “We just want to go to the mall.” So he said, “I’m going to go to the mall, I’m driving, and I’m going to get what I want.” They get in the car and go to the mall; he gets what he wants and says, “I’m ready to go.” He didn’t understand that women want to graze. He was the hunter, he went and got what he wanted, and he wanted to go home. There is a difference between the two, learn to understand the difference and you’ll have a happier marriage. 2 Timothy 3:
“There will be terrible times in the last days, people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.”
We live in a time where the whole area of pleasure, love of money, and the pursuit of money is at unprecedented rates just in the whole realm of legalized gambling. Think about this, in America today – they do studies on this, it’s in the National Abstract – if you just take legalized gambling like casinos, lotteries, racehorses, and those kinds of things the average American spends $2,400 a year on legalized gambling. In the grocery stores, the average American spends $1,200 a year. In America today, statistically, people spend twice as much on legalized gambling as they do on groceries. You might say, “I don’t spend nearly that much.” Let’s just say you’re a family of four and you do zero, do you know what? That means across the street that family of four is spending not only their $10,000, but yours also. We’re like drunken sailors in America today. People are literally thinking that the answers in their life is found in a little scratch-off ticket. If they think their future is in a little scratch-off ticket, they’re looking in the wrong place. I always like to say that lotteries are a tax on people who are bad at math. I don’t doubt the reality of this whole idea of how much people spend. One day I was in Northern Wisconsin and I was standing in the checkout line at a gas station, and there were five people ahead of me and four of them all bought lottery tickets. One particular woman, I’ll never forget, bought $60 in lottery tickets. She gets outside and scratches them off, and she says, “I won! I won!” Do you know what she won? She won $16. I don’t know about you, but if I just gave someone $60 and got $16 back, I don’t think I won. She went away bragging and boasting how she won at the gas station lottery, and she spent $60 to get $16. If you think that’s a deal, please see me after this session and I’ll play that game with you as long as you want. I’ll give you $16 every time you give me $60. There are dangerous consequences if you live for pleasure.
Day Fourteen – Don’t Live for This Life, but for Your Heavenly Home

Luke 16:9, Jesus says:

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourself so that when it is gone you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.’

Have you ever heard that verse explained? Let’s see what it says, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourself…” Buy your friends? I’ll explain what it means in a moment. Does anyone remember the Ray Boltz song Thank You? Thank you for giving to the Lord, I was a life that was changed. The reality is when we give – for example, let’s say you give for Bible distribution in Russia. My wife and I just gave to help some people in Buton. Up until a year ago, Buton has never had a Bible in their language. We met the fellow who spent ten years translating the Bible in Buton, and my wife and I gave him a computer so that he could put the whole Bible into the Buton language and print it. When you help with Bible distribution, a day will come when you will meet someone on the other side. You will meet someone in eternal dwellings, and they will say, “Do you remember the time that you gave to that missionary?” or I’ll meet someone in Buton, “Do you remember the day you gave that fellow your laptop so that he could make the Bible available in the Buton language?”  I believe and the scripture teaches that you will meet friends in heaven because of your giving in this life. You can not take it with you, but you can send it on ahead. Think about that reality. When you make a giving choice it is not just for the need of the moment, but you touch a life for eternity and experience the benefit of touching that life in eternity, and you yourself will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. You will be friends with people in heaven because of your giving in this life. It is absolutely significant that you understand the implication of your giving in this life, and how it literally goes to touch others. When you give to a youth ministry, you touch others. There will be an offering taken for the Crescent Project, and there will be Muslims in heaven because of the giving that you do and you will meet them, you will sit with them, and you will talk with them. Hebrews 13:14-16:
“For this world is not our home, we are looking forward to our everlasting home in heaven. Don’t forget to do good and share what you have.”

Has anyone read the book by Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle? If you haven’t, it’s a great little book that’s worth giving. Imagine that there’s a dot and a line with an arrow on it. In his book, Randy Alcorn says, “Are you living for the dot, or are you living for the line?” In other words, the dot is this earth. If you are spending all of your energy, all of your focus, and all of your resources living for the dot then you’re living for this earth. If you’re taking a portion of what God has entrusted to you and you’re investing in the Kingdom of God, you’re doing open-handed living in a tight-fisted world, you are living for eternity. One of the challenges in that book is to learn to live not for the dot, but for the line. As you make expenditures you can ask yourself the question, “Am I living for the dot, or am I living for the line?” Or the things that you do have in the dot, “How can I take these things that are in the dot and use them for eternal purposes?” We can learn to identify what it is we have, and we say, “Lord, how can this be made for an eternal purpose?” While I was at a Christian camp this fellow called me from Polk Diesel. He said, “I’m just curious, does your camp need any pickup trucks?” I said, “Yes, in a camp you always need pickup trucks. Why are you asking?” He said, “I work for Polk Diesel, and I have been given the responsibility of discarding pickup trucks that we own. We’ve owned them for three years, they’re well-maintained, and I’ve been given the responsibility of discarding them any way I want and we’re going to buy new ones.” In other words, he’s living in his dot but he has the authority to release six pickup trucks, and he says, “I want to use those pickup trucks for God. If your camp can use them, we’ll deliver them to your camp.” He could have just released them, sold them, or done whatever he wanted with them, but instead of just living for the dot he took his position and used it for the line. He allowed it to have an eternal significance by investing it in a particular ministry that he believed in. 1 Corinthians 3:12:
“If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, precious stone, wood, hay, or straw, his work will be shown for what it is because the day will bring it to light, it will be revealed with fire and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives he will receive his reward, if it is burned up he will suffer loss. He himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”
Sometimes people think, “If I become a Christian then I escape the flames.” You do escape the flames of hell, but you do not escape the flames of judgment. There’s a judgment here that’s, “What did your life count for? What difference did your life make? God has saved you, gifted you, and resourced you. How did you use who you were for His purposes? The idea here is that in a believer’s life there is wood, hay, and stubble or there are precious stones. I heard a wonderful testimony of this verse. A guy was studying this verse and the cross-references to it, and then he got tired and laid down and had a dream. In his dream he pictured that he was in heaven. He knew he was in heaven because he was in a massive crowd of people as far as his eye could see, and they were all dressed in white. He looked down and he was dressed in white. Then he began to look around, and as he was getting his bearings in this crowd he saw people that he knew; his grandparents, a Sunday school teacher from when he was a young boy, a pastor, and different people that he recognized. There was a joy in his heart that he was in this heavenly place with all these people, his fellow believers. Then he looked and in front of every person was a pile – wood, hay, and stubble. Some people had big piles and some people had little piles, and he was kind of shocked because he looked at one and thought, “That was my Sunday school teacher, he was such a strong Christian. That was my pastor, he was such a wonderful believer.” But he looked in front of them and was shocked because they had wood, hay, and stubble in front of them and then he looked down and he had wood, hay, and stubble. He thought, “I wasted my life on earth, it didn’t count for God, I thought I served the Lord well.” All of a sudden the Lord Jesus Christ comes walking through this crowd and people are parting, and the Lord Jesus has a torch in his hand. He was going up to people and talking to them face-to-face, and then he would drop the torch. The stuff in front of them would just burn up. He saw people just go onto the ground and he didn’t know quite what was going on. He saw some people upset and others were rejoicing. Then the Lord Jesus came over to him, greeted him, and dropped the torch. He said, “All this stuff in front of me burned in a second. Then I looked, and on the ground were precious stones and jewels. I got down on my knees and I scooped them up and said, ‘Lord Jesus, these all belong to you.’ Then I realized there were some things in my life that were wood, hay, and stubble and they all burned, but there were things in my life that were precious. They were done with the right motives and reasons, and God used them. There was a reward and fruitfulness to my life and I just gave all those to the Lord Jesus.” I don’t know if that’s how it happens in heaven, but I think it’s a pretty good word picture. In all of our lives there is wood, hay, and stubble; we’re doing things for the wrong motives, wrong reasons, and all of that is going to burn. We’re also to have precious stones. We’re to scoop up and give to the Lord those things that were valuable in our life. The other very real image I have of this kind of experience is that I was a salesman for a year. The problem was that I never had a sale. Unfortunately I was on base plus commission. I started with the company in February and now it was Christmas time. There was a nice dinner at a nice hotel, there were about 30-40 employees in the room. I had a wonderful Christian boss, it was an advertising agency, it had different divisions and I headed up one of his divisions. I’m sitting at the dinner table and all of a sudden the boss gets up and says it’s time to give out bonuses. He stood up in front and he started going around the room and he talked about every single person, what they did, how they contributed to the company, how they helped the bottom line, and on around the room. After he talked about every one, they came up and he gave them a handshake and a bonus. I had not had a sale the entire year, so I’m dying the entire night because I think, “He’s going to get to me and say, ‘Then there’s Brian, we all know how he’s been a drain on this company, we all know how he has destroyed our bottom line.’” I was panicked about what he would say, because I knew that I hadn’t had a sale of consulting services in all the months I’d been there. He goes all the way around the room and then when he gets over to me, he says, “Then there’s Brian. You know, Brian has come in every day with a smile on his face, he’s worked very hard, been very diligent, and we’re grateful to have him on the team. Brian, come up and receive your bonus.” I was sure it was empty, but I went up and there actually was a bonus in there. What I realized was that others had really contributed and made a difference, I was in a wrong fit in a job choice for me so I wasn’t able to contribute like I wanted to, but I was still part of that company, part of that family. I think that’s a little bit like heaven. What we’re talking about here is not expelling one from heaven, what we’re talking about is, “What did you do with what you got?” What did you do with the gifts, the time, the talents, the abilities, and the resources that God put within your life, in your lifetime, and did you use them well? Is it wood, hay, and stubble kind of living, or are there really precious things you’re doing that the savior can commend? Don’t live for this life, but live for your heavenly home.
